
CATALANS SEEK THREE IN A ROW! 
 
The VIII European Pitch and Putt Teams Championship will be played from 22nd-24th June 2018 on 
the Urduña course in the Basque Country. Nine EPPA member associations will be represented. 
 
Holders Catalonia will bring a mixture of youth and experience to Urduña. Alex Albiñana Jr. will make 
his European Team championship debut for the 2010 and 2014 title holders. Alex will be joined by 
2009 World Strokeplay champion Fernando Cano, who was a European Team championship winner 
with Catalonia in 2010. Fernando also played on the Catalan team that won the 2006 World Cup. Two 
other members of the Catalan team have played in the Quadrangular internationals - David Riera and 
Eric Puig. The Catalan line-up is completed by Emili Sanmartin, who was runner-up in the 2018 
Catalan Open at Vallromanes and Josep Iglesias, who was 17th in the 2017 World Strokeplay 
championship at Imjelt. Long–serving Catalan coach Xavi Ponsdemenech will be hoping to guide his 
team to a third successive European Team championship win. 
 
Ireland was the dominant team in the early years of the European Team championships, winning five 
titles in a row (1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2007). Ireland’s last European Team championship win 
was at Chia, Sardinia eleven years ago but the Irish have won three World Cups in the interim. 
Ireland’s team for Urduña has no European championship experience but team captain John Ross 
Crangle (Loughlinstown) was a central figure in the World Cup wins of 2012 and 2016. Crangle was 
joined in that 2016 World Cup success in Andorra by Eamon Gibney. 2001 Irish Strokeplay champion 
John Cahill qualified through the Irish team trial process as did 2018 Irish Matchplay champion Bryan 
Delaney, this year’s Catalan Open winner Thomas Hanley and 2004 Munster Matchplay champion 
James Cleary (Hillview). Michael Murphy, co-manager of the 2016 World Cup champions in Andorra, 
is the designated adviser to the Ireland team. 

Norway’s European Team championship debut was in 2003 and the Norwegians have been sixth on 
three occasions. Team captain Anders Christian Juel is the only player to have previously contested a 
European Team Championship but Frank Kristiansen and Roger Wernersen (who was 4th in the 2017 
World Strokeplay championship at Imjelt) both played for Norway in the 2016 World Cup. Espen 
Bergmann (Imjelt) finished 24th in the 2017 World Strokeplay championship at Imjelt. Arne 
Strandenes (Kristtornskogen) and Oddvin Flornes (Tysnes), are 11

th
 and 12

th
 respectively in the 

NPPF rankings. 

Jorge Sarmiento is a survivor of the Galicia sextet that finished third in the 2014 European 
Championship in Andorra, on the occasion of Galicia’s first appearance in the championship. Marcos 
Gómez played in the 2016 World Cup. Marcos López represented Galicia in the 2015 Quadrangular 
International while José Carlos Pena Torres played in the 2016 and 2017 Quadrangular matches. 
David Sánchez and Antonio Sánchez, make European Team Championship debuts.  

Reigning Quadrangular International champions France first played in the European Team 
championship back in 1999, achieving a highest ever placing of third at McDonagh in 2003. Laurent 
Duffourc (Poitiers) will bring prior European Team Championship experience, gained at Xixerella in 
2014. Thierry Gendreau (Les Fontenelles) represented France in the 2016 World Cup and in the 
Quadrangular Internationals of 2015, 2016 and 2017 while Toulouse Seilh clubmates Michel 
Espanol and Thibaut Ferre have also played for France in the Quadrangular Internationals as has 
Yann Le Tallec (Quiberon). Joel Laggoune (La Préze) finished fourth in the CPPF Trophée National 
2018. 

Host association Basque Country will have Gerardo Pagalday, who played in the 2014 European 
Team Championship at Xixerella. Gerardo was Member of Team Basque at the 2016 World Cup in 
Andorra where his captain was Kepa Ikutza. The Basque sextet at Urduña will be completed by four 
players with past experience of Quadrangular Internationals - Sergio Ipiña, José Ipiña, Juan Ignacio 
Sánchez and José Manuel Camuñas, Designated adviser Alfredo Gomez will be hoping to 
mastermind an improvement on their 7

th
 placing on their maiden appearance in 2014. 

Switzerland first played in the European Team championship at Overbetuwe, Netherlands in 2005. 
The Swiss achieved their highest ever placing of 7

th
 at Lloret Papalus five years later. The Swiss 2018 

co-designated advisers will both play on the team as well - Edy Planzer, who competed in the 
European Team championships of 2010 and 2014 and Claudio Naiaretti who represented Switzerland 



at the 2016 World Cup in Andorra. Silvano Umberg also appeared in the European Team 
Championships of 2010 and 2014. Carlo Doneda, Janik Gatlin and Mauro Zanini make European 
Team Championship debuts.  

Great Britain hosted the inaugural European Team championships at Chelmsford in 1999. That was 
also Great Britain’s best ever showing – losing the final to Ireland. There is a strong Deeble family 
presence on the 2018 team – with a grandfather, two sons and a grandson. John Deeble and Steve 
Deeble played in the championships of 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2010. Jamie Deeble played in 
2010. Jordan Deeble makes his first appearance in the European Team championship as do Adam 
Richards and Harry Murrell. 

Designated adviser of an Andorra team hoping to build on a best ever fourth placing in 2014 will be 
Xavier Feliubadaló Moles. The Andorrans, who made their bow in the championship in 2007, will 
include Antoni Armengol Naudi who is a veteran of two European Team Championships – 2007 and 
2010. Josep Escabrós Duró played in 2014 as did Ricard Morat Cardona and Joan Jordi Segura 
Grifoll. Gonzalo Mendoza Rodriguez will make a European Team Championship debut but Gonzalo 
represented Andorra in the 2016 World Cup. Another debutant Moisés Pernía Moreno was a member 
of Andorra's Casa Vella Aparthotel team that was 3rd in the 2017 Iberia Teams Cup at Urduña. 

Play at the 901 metre Urduña layout will get underway on Friday with 36 holes Strokeplay to decide 
the seedings for Matchplay.  

 
 

 


